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The contaminative status of organic tin compounds and its toxicity
Wang Yongfang
(National Center for Health Inspection and Supervision, China, Beijing  100007)

Abstract: The contaninative status and the sources of organic tin( organotin) compounds in marine envirorr
ment and its toxicity to marine animal and human were summarized. It has been found that organotin compound
can induce imposex in female gastropods, reproductive toxicity and genotoxicity on mammalian cells, and imnur
notoxicity on human cells in vitro, especially triphenyltin compounds(TPT') and tributyltin compounds( TBT) .
Orgamotin compounds were widely used as antifouling paints for boats and other marine buildings, and organotin
compounds were accumulated in sea products. The organotin compounds were accumulated in the food chain
and inducing hazardous effect on human health. The occurrence of organotin compounds in sea products indicat-

ed a potential danger for the health of people consuming seafood. More information is needed to determine the

risk of organotin compounds to human health.

Key Words: Organotin Compound; Environment Contamination; Food Contamination
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