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Prevalence o callective food-borne dissases in schools of Hubei Province in 2002
LILinfu, LI Yaqgn, ZHANGQingwen, SHI We-mn
(Hubel Provincid Hureau of Hedth Ingoection, Hubei Wuhan 430079, China)

Abgract : Acoording to the reports of basc headth units in this province and the record of our invedigation ,
13 events of collective food poioning or food-borne irfectious diseases occurred in schools of various leves,
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mainly in primary and midde schoolsof rural regonsin 2002. They included food poioning of various patho-
gens, hepatitisA , bacillary dysentery and acute gagtroenteritis and involved 773 patients, with one death due
to food poioning. In contrag to the declining tendency of the incidence of such diseases natiorwide in 2002 ,
the incidence in Hubei Province rose notably in the same period. This was attributed to a series of causative
factors. They include: 1. The supply of diet in schoolswas usudly contracted to private bus nessment whose
primary purpose is seeking exorbitant profits. 2. The school authorities were remiss in supervidng the behav-
ior of the contractors. 3. The school canteens usudly have poor basc hygenic facilities and hire personne
with little kromledge onfood sffety. 4. The qudity of raw materid swas ot assured. Aimed at olving these
problems, corresponding conutermeasures were put forward.
Key word: Shools, Public Hedth; Disease, Foodborne; Security Measures
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