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Abstract; Objective To identify the cause of a large-scale food poisoning which occurred in Ruichang City, Jiangxi

Province. Methods Field epidemiological investigation and laboratory inspection were conducted. PCR test was used to

detect the virulent (heat-related hemolysin) gene tdh and irh. Results The cause of the incidence was the insufficiently

cooked frozen crayfish which had been stored in improper places. Vibrio parahaemolyticus carried virulent gene tdh and trh

was isolated from boiled crayfish, rectal swab and stool by PCR. Conclusion

The occurrence of this accident was a

warning of emphasizing the importance of food hygiene in large scale dining events. Supervision and management for food

safety should be strengthened; propagation on food safety should be enhanced; prevention and control of foodborne diseases

should be improved.
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Figure 1  Electrophoresis of tdh and

trh gene amplified by PCR
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