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Pyrrolizidine alkaloid contamination in food: current research on levels, detection techniques,
and risk assessment
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Abstract: Pyrrolizidine alkaloids (PAs) are a class of naturally occurring toxic compounds widely distributed in plants,
primarily transmitted and bioaccumulated through the food chain. They have been detected in various food products
including tea, honey, cereals, and traditional herbal medicines. The contamination levels of PAs exhibit regional and
interspecies variations influenced by multiple factors, with their toxicity predominantly manifesting as hepatotoxicity and
carcinogenicity. Chronic health risks may arise from prolonged exposure to these compounds. Currently well-established
detection methodologies include thin-layer chromatography (TLC) , gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS) ,
and liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry (LC-MS). This review aims to explore current research progress regarding
contamination levels, analytical techniques, and risk assessment of PAs in food matrices. In conclusion, PAs contamination
poses a latent threat to food safety and public health, necessitating intensified research into contamination mechanisms,
long-term exposure risks, and advanced detection technologies to formulate more effective preventive strategies.
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Figure 2 Structures of Saturated and Unsaturated PAs
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Figure 1 Structures of PAs and PANOs
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Table 1  Characteristics of representative toxic PAs/PANOs and their source plants
APy SRR L ke UAE ) HEPERR A
ERREDIRT PR R R HOLR PR A Y51 R I 52 B 8 25 5 A R 27 2k 461
T B 6K AR —Wg BT HOLR VR E R 5 k)
TR RIFRI TF i —Tig SEHRPRITHIE K ) % 175 2 1T 7 24k AL AR
TE LT BB AR 1R KT HOLR I, 51 A A T
Fir 22 Ji2 9 Mt FROR — W5 HR T HOLJR I, 51 A T
B 45 Bl WOIR Z R LR R SR i 3 Dk v P 5t A )
LX) 2 5k PR — 8 HPR SRR iRl PR AR G N

JE T REET PAs BYTEVENFST (H AR A R PE AL A
FEATE M, PAs 5 4 vh 25t JC AT S e ARG Y7 7 12

I T5] E] G20F b g P G W 288 A 0 e 14 R Ak o 94 A7
FE25 5 3k gy F A iy ok 1 — s IR, iR
— B TR PAs BOT5 L BUIR , TF & UK A R
RS ARSI T A AU A LA R ST 58 5 1Y
PRUERR SR X T S PAs B ah PR SR Y A AR 3T
N AMIE S 115 5 PAs B A BE 22 45 BAY H 208

2 BRPPAsKHITHKERRKIE

5 T A= 40 41 (World Health Organization, WHO)
TE 1988 4F KA 1 (PR B8 fd R ] ), 48 11 PAs 5 44
W) HE 1 0 T A B XU 2 I A R T BT X PASs
15 Gl [ 70 i) 5 AR G VA R R BOSR SCE o RO ST
BT R PR RIS R PAs B B BR A AR AEY B S
M AR I R B AD T8 R S5 E Ol B 32 PAs/
PANOs 75 44 1 /5 KURS B i o A (6] 8 il ¥ 4 o8 J5 AN
PR 43 BT WL 3R 2.

F£2  ARFEE T PAs/PANOs 75 e 3 5 K 3R

Table 2 Contamination sources and current status of PAs/PANOs in various foods

11 2 35 Yo R PAs 5 e Hb X /75 e K F
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2023 4 5 H B & A T (EU)2023/915, 8E T
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KA IR 150 wg/kg MIRREFRAE . 17 75 0 454 R
JH v S0 AH €83 - 15 53 ¥ BT % 75 (UHPLC-HRMS)
HENT TR 15 M PAs ARSI T ik % B 9 20 4]
A7 S HEAT T PAs 1 M A R AT L A 1 )
B 4625 FE LRI T OGRS 800 I A
BT 07 2 i A B
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e S AR R IR R B WL AE IR T
Gy B BURIE & G 9R R ) SR @ TR 1R h
IR AN R E R, R E ST & TR k.
W e S e 7 P S 1 Y A R R A e AT
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assay, ELISA) 1 52 F L I35 B AR 2 1] B e S 1R 445
A RN B AR BT, B PAs 5 B bR 0 Ui 22 ()RR
S VA B B LA S XA ) b PAs R AT 0E M E
R IR G %% R o BOBER A5 I 5T 4 1k
ELISA 300 2 1 T BB A, &5 B 0.2 mg/L. e
£ 7V B v R R S L B 8 A U O AG I
Bl ) PAs, BEGIEIY T . 307 IR R AL Y
Ab PR EESRAEAR R JE A B 2k B B 1 R S ]
TR AR A PR i A (R G e T vk AR
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M), S A BH A A B P2 2R BRI T S g A 7 1k
A — L BT A BIR M X B R LA B 2 rh A B T
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TS H AR 7 8 S5 R E R A, 2 H
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G A 5 B8 BIF 5 STk R T 8385 20 B 7 1
3.4.1 WREIEE

7 )2 {4 3% (Thin layer chromatography JTLC) B2
FIRT T 635 23 B BOR )2 B T A= Wi 3 i
o3RI o3 B B M0 o BT AR WL [ E A R
AR Z A A o BC 22 5%, 25 A PAs ROAE I IR SRR
03 2 M b AR B P 23 R/ K 5 T E A 2
(6] F4 A ELAE T 0, 8 i 3 AH B HE ST T 2 Btk
7L . PAs RHIE2E 5 R BOWZ M b AL 3 5
ANTR] DT S BE T AR W 0800 S o 3 e W56 )2 Al
OREALE B BOE R R, XF PAs HEAT ) 20 %
o FBT, TLC S Y 73 25 W B 70 2 — kit S
AL R, 38 AT SR TR S B Bl R gAY SRS T IR
XEInsE PAs £E W2 AR LB # o Ehrilich 35 1] 5
PAs 4546 v ) i P 60 1 AR RO B 3
BT, WEE DO B AL E B 70 Hr PAs.
ITIE AR T 5 B B . B SH
TLC % % fORS B8R, 2 v 22, X IRk B2 19 PAss
R 775 — 5 IR A, 0 22 A Bl B A2 2% i A KT ik
ke B e K B L <
3.4.2  SUMHEE BN G5 - BT RE K H HR

S A (Gas chromatography, GC ) AARAE R
T BN AH o FERE ALy, SRR v E A g3 B AR X
55 o KA 1E - 1S B H (Gas chromatography-mass
spectrometry,GC—MS)%%ﬂk%T GC 115 47 B Z R Al
MS (WA 28 2 BE 1 o AE TR TF BS A9 PAs n] DL i
SIS A3 B, IF AR 5 A TR (8 5 A 1 AH X5 O B I )
Xt PAs #EAT %5, GC Al GC-MS A LU F K £ 4K
PAs B9 43 A A I L (H 2 i1 T PAs MELUIE & 53 25 LA
Fo W PR 0% | 5 B HRAT S A AT AR AL BT A B2 53
SMHLIE T B3 T PANOs, KEMPF 45482 1 170K

S8k, WaE i A e fir e, ] Zn" 50 HY A
PANOs i Ji o A L 19 7 3 PAs Z )5 FFEEAT GC 5k
GC-MS 7y Bzl . %07 ¥ & N T i ek I
W OO AE 4 RS N A5 OR BN R Oy
10 we/kg B T BLOGHL Y 5 (S/N L2l 7: 1), FE dh b
PAs & T 20 we/kgo %5 AR A2 TCAUT AT
Xof R it 58 R ARG 0 A o Y TS e R L R R L T
Ror AAR o AEAT A Al R BB N TR AR R I il
PRV \SENEB R g ol
3.4.3 i RCIRCRE 00 1 BOMORE €0 1 - B R I HOR

O W M 3% (High performance liquid
chromatography, HPLC) ¥ /N 75 % & 7% () 417 4= 1k &b
B H T B o 2 R A IR S R T % A
JH AL B AR 062 3% AT 04 AH B AR R R S b A [R] 28 4y
R A8 G JBT A €5 335 A v 45 B IR ) A A ) S B
I A I A, AT ORI O3 B S B 2 03, BE I 2R AT E
AT 07 2 AL TR AL PR IR BRAR T
Ty J5 445 ) B B R 7. {ELR: PAs/PANOs A
FPAIE 58 A 635, Jie 58 A1 I WSOAH X e s, A R
AR, AN 2 AR 2 43 AT A 0K

H Hrv A €635 - 3% B8 A (Liquid chromatography-
mass spectrometry, LC-MS) ¥ & 43 #r & fh i P PAs
S PANOs (9 £ 2450 F BL, PAs J& THELE Y,
7 06 T BAH €38 A 5 U Sl A 18 ] R B S K B0E S s
55K TEARKAR P B 0 3 0 R B4 = 2 o e S
YR oy R o B B A T S = DU AR A
(Triple quadrupole mass spectrometer, TQ-MS) , R
FH B 5 U5 F G 55 B 1 U (ESD) RE 8 1 T M 1k 4%
5% ) PAs Hl PANOs BRI 30T o KR A E
BT IRAE UL S AR pH JEHE S 9~10 B, o s RAEE 2%
SURSE I, X T o> M il R R PAs A BB RO AR E
HO v 9 PANOs B9 R BR , A il & PANOs
IR BB UK AETE ST T HPLC-MS/MS ¥
[Fi) fof 00 5 e s\ Ll o s W P JIE S5 Sl P R R
9 Bl PAs 1Y &L KRR 3 wg/kg. HURFE
ity 5 0T AF A — 5 B T L, {2 Joi DE JC A v i £k
J5 W TR, S TR T 3% VR A TR A M A
T E A LT HPLC-MS $ AR H v 1 [F] i 43 47 46
S rh 21 B PAs BT 3%, 28 AR il 22 i A B v
eI EALR I, 32 05 1% a5 i 21 B PAs B9 A
PR 0.3~1 wg/kgo K I Ti7 85 25 i AF &, 45 1R BoR
H 5Oy FESL K PAs, BN 1. 8~85 pg/kg, UESE
TAZOT R R RRE AT LA SE R [R] A A 0 R B R Y A%
prh 21 Fh PAs (755K . HPLC-MS AN RE % [7] i 4
JE K PAs ¢ PANOs 19 7% o, i HLAT 45 1 faj 4
FUE A BRAT | A A A O A
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HPLC-MS B AR WAEAE—E AR, X T 1
TJCAH R AR HEP T PAs 2 PANOs £ I AT i H 30 35t
T DA B AN 2 P L 8 HORR A I 3 2 4F i MS H
Br oo EF R IX — 8] 8, w4 BE 5% (High-resolution
mass spectrometry , HRMS ) 55 1t H: 25 K5 1 B2 1 =g 0 9
fil 1 B9 e B, BT 0 B B R AT LL A SR BE 6%
K RS I B A e B Y PAs B2 PANOSs, i J& X £ 5
24 W A B R . [ HRMS RS Rt E
W 43 A B 9040 o d FOAE R 0 B {5 B #E B
YR HNX A AN R 28 B PAs. RIZZO %505V gl sy 1
— b L T RO A 5 - 5 4 B T % (UHPLC-
HRMS/MS) J7 2 1 43 % 6, /1T 8 38 1 43 B 2
ERIRIEFT R 118 F PAs, Hirp 28 4 PAs B i
AR B R 0. 6~30 we/kg, i T PAs iU . K
E B 20 B - €5 A 38 FH o R D00 0 B AE kY AR LR
24 4 VRORIVAE ) 1V R B b S R A N1 282 3 B
5K 59% 143 BT RE S TR AFTE 60 il PAs/PANOs,
B E T 3% e il o BT B 47 . ROLLO %50
AL T — R T QUECKERS J7 v il 45 B 5 1 43 #7
75 ¥, Kl UHPLC-HRMS [R] B % 58 Fl5E 2 22 W) )
kLA 21 Fl PAs AT 2 B TAs, Hip PAs A& H
MR 0.2~0.3 pg/kg, & &R A 0.4~0.8 pg/kg, 7F
A B S5 B R

4 PAs KB IT M4 PR
4.1 PAs XU PEA Y 00

JRUIBS: A 1 Sy £ B £ i 22 4 1 B BT, 3l i
XF R PAs BTG Je K P (R AR AR A 2R AT B O
i, S i B A b o R A O R it SRR
Wi o TR TS B b v ntk g LV WE S8 25 W Y 75 4
I B RIS Ak X O B 2% A 2 £ it 7 ol ]
Frgi g e A HEE L. A FIE WKL
T AT I B B W T AR A A0 B A R L R Bh
Procu b, B8 PAs 1Y BURAE 215 B)IESE, W%
JEX A AR R RS, o B R RIS B G T B
BRI BT 1 6 i [ B s A 9F S MLAR 51 Oy 2B 2R B
TR

H T T PAs 188 B2 K N 2RI AT 9 2 W 58
A IR, 55 b s Wy S5 i 25 R O A e R A
I BILAAR N, PRI AN e HE B T Al PAs B TR B %8 /5 7K
SRR B 4 R (EFSA ) TA R i) LIOKE 2 22 4
ﬁﬁ(Margin of Exposecre, MOE) 1% TR AL 9 5 Al
oo W o i AR DA e AT 2 RO A R
P A% B8R P B S5 ARG T H A B (Estimated
daily intake , EDT) Z [0) i) U AE , 7F R PEAS £k 24 ) 5T XL
W B S 5V o JE T B R R KCF A A K CE ok

JI W7 T % 2 A, HL b B 0 R o o ) =
AR . B AR i 20l BML R BR
B 1% X [8] (Bench mark dose limit, BMDL) , 2 /8 7F 45
ERERAKFEGERE R 95%) F e sliZfrE N
J R B e R ) R BR . EFSA R WHO #5 i & 2B %
AR 2 B ASHR E VL B 1% 80 5% W9 R A ] fig
L S TR B Y & R R L iR A
BMDL10 K it% MOE™ . Hul, B B 5 KT
Fn G T BLOG 52 M 3 9 52 55 v 3k 43 BMDL10 {6 .
1989 4F WHO X 45 ik s #4109 PAs R A
PEH T IRAE5 . EFSA 78 2017 4EARHE M3 2 4E (9 50
ESCCRAC T - e SN R I E i
HOBHE A BMDL10 A, 45 R B8 Z A B R K
IO BMDL10 B 32 8 T =5 BE AN G52,
PR A A & G F BL 5668 9 BMDL10 B 8% H F XUBS:
AR

i % FF BMDLI10 A1 EDI AR A9 I FA8 % E
10 000, 5t 35t 1% 75 P B0 ¥ 1M 5, MOE 7£ 10 000 5
DL BN AN KT BB A7 A6 8 4 [l L, ml gtk oy 2 X
6 4 T 4 it 9 I S5 2%, MOE Ik F 10 000, TG A
KA BE 2 £y b RN PAs T RE RF A S £ B i A
WAE KUY . 3% 10 000 MI{E 5 2 FE IR BOE M,
MOE % & 7 2 1N & 56— & K 100, 1 T
R R 22 5 T NI A W 8N T 2 R EE B A AR
SPE R AN R 10, B X 40 A FE 309 9 4 R L 2
DNA &5 1728 Sk 85 =AW E d -k 10, % & 5
BMDL10 4RV R PEAG AN R RN H A 11 E, I A 45
] T BF 5% o L% 3 19 JE RO 7l i K OF . EFSA 518
T DK 0 IR I T A7k A7F 5 i e K 30 R A A o R A 2
FVR 2 200K S AT T KUBS PR A 25 SR A5 MOE g
FEI7E 789~900 2 [8] , AT fig XiF A 28 5 B vk 75 114 £t i XL
B, CHEN %575 2017 4F X 5525 45 FAE 4 2 &
T8 IE AT KBS PEA  —2E B R M — R A & 3K
5 AR5 451 MOE B {IX T 10 000, Qg 3E 1 1 2%
AT 2% R A A A M B DL I A O 5 B R A s 2k
TR 7= b AT DR 5

M T PAs B MERUHE AR 2 PAs I E K2R
R, Py Fhxt PAs 2 58 I SO W AFTE R K22 5
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4.2 [E4hPAs Y R E SR

PAs X A A JE A7 7278 76 fa 5, 1 22 1R RORTAL
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THets 7 55 22 Fh PAs B2 PANOSs, 3 f 88— 1 23 T 46
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15 pe/(kg*BW) . 2005 4Ffif >4 (RIVM )¢ 5 [T L
6 B 2 4 ) B 8 0,000 43 pg/(kgsBW)' ¢
EFSA £ 2007 4E 1A PAs # A 5 HSOS 2 [6] i) 51
KB, IR I BB ME . 2016 4F CONTAM £ K4
BT BUE KU VAL 2 % 40 237 we/ (kg BW)/d, I 48
HAR A HE fih PAs T RE 23 0 B 1 A B 7 A= B TS
M), J SR 25 R 24 1 v A B . 2017 4
EFSA AR At Rp 25 27 B 0, 5 981 £ 55 ) o
PAs & PANOs 5 J™ 4 Wi 45 DLkt o £ W 55 = 4R KU .
2023 4EFR ¥ i (EU) 2023/915 B #1 , B A 45 1 2%
fRRIZE PAs B A 150 we/kg, B4h LA M A
it 75 pg/kg, BAE R AF 28 5% B 200~1 000 pe/kg
Sy BR A FEE B ) B B A R KR R
PAs 15 e A AE KB AR (A AL A s 1 e . 18 A
1992 LUK, & PAs WIAE Y 2 — EL 32 BRI 24 i 45 191)
B W4 HE T 255 th PAs & PANOs B A K &
AL 1 g/ d, T E IR 0 A 2k Ud B A5
i 4) < 2 300 B0 2L S0 2 {4 . TR BER
FE FF B2 0% & RV R PAs Y4 S BRE
M 2005 4E 1K) 0. 15 pg/ (kg BW) i 2 & 2020 4F 1Y
0.007 pg/(kg-BW) , B G S B COT 2 BT A7 2k
JE B & PAs<0. 0075 wg/ (kg  BW)'® . B 3b Fi] 1B J5
TR A A R AN e e K T B A B K
AN PAs K PANOs B Pl 7 L. EMA SCit
1) 25 SEAL B ABRMEAR L T 7 PAs V5 4 XU 38 3 5 T
BIBIHT, HiBRE T PAs M2 PANOs B9 H 45 A & 5%
oM 0.35 ng/(kg*BW), JLE N 0. 007 pg/(kgBW);
FEHEAT DR B S0, RDAR (1 IR A R 205
e 1 T ) ke B I S ek B . H AT, R AE A
PAs 5 G4 i B 55 J7 AT A A8 B R 1, o [0 25 i)
A6 T B A5 A 0 v B 25 B BR (BT 22 ) o Ao <
40 pg/g) , AR BT PAs B2 TR EIA R

5 NG

PAs (18 AW A 1) 0% 4% [0 £ 28 4 4 ok
%o PAs 1Y 8 P T A 1R RN AR TR 45 44, AR i
Ja A AT AR Y, AT S5 DNA BE A A B, S EOIF
BEME R AR B H0E . AR A4S - O
5 T A) o B4 L 95 PR A PAs 4R B IR HOR A
YEY) ; @t 3 B H & PAs MW, By 1k PAs 5% B8
T L FL A/ RIS @i i L L e A T AR
AW e BRI G s @HET HPLC-MS/MS HRMS
S RBUEF R IR B PAs; G 8 7 PR i A
2, 0T B W s © ) 42 BRgE — BR & b e o

T4 3R B i 2 A WA R R R 2 Ak AU B
AL A TR 5 B PAs [ A I AR

3 AIAE S HLA S PAs By BR A ZER
Table 3 Maximum limits for PAs set by different countries/

regulatory agencies

%/ 414 B 4k s o
W R DA S E TR
AR
(AGES)
i+ (CH) 1 pg/kg*BW/d

8 E IR PRSI (BIR) 1 pg/kg* BW/d
faf 22 [ KA I T A AT 5
2 (RIVM)

A T A AL (WHO)

0.000 43 pg/kg* BW/d(Riddelliine )

15 pg/kg* BW/d

] WA :0.35 wg/kg* BW/d
WK I 25 4 7 H )R (EMA)
JL# :0.007 pg/kg* BW/d

e F A 2= & 5143 (COoT) 0.007 5 pg/kg* BW/d

Zn /RS 150 pe/kg
BB E 1750 pe/kg
FHE 25 :1 000 pg/kg
BHILE 75 pe/kg

B 252 5 : 200 pg/kg

B ph ) (i 7 45 ) 1400 pg/kg
AEA 5 500 pe/kg

T HOE BT £ Je 3 AR : 40 we/g

R 2 5122 (EU)

H

R MF 51 22 (ChPC)

BARECTE 2 4 R BOCHA R o FE R 4R
T A AR I B A QBT T e 39U T AR L A
fige BT R VAN S XUR AR L A L . T X PAs TR
B 2 0 A 52 2 5 R v PR R P o g
XF PAs £ 0 e DU RO Al 57 58 35 PAs BYAR
R R RTEIB W ARG, AR 58 WK R AG
FIBRAEAL VAR 28 B AR ME G, 37 ) T4 A ARG - ) -
P B EOR AR TR EL i 57 ) BE AR R B2 54
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